TWO  SPEECHES 


^)elhcred  in  the  House  of  Representatives  March  7,  and 
March  17,  1806,  by  Mr.  SLOAN. 


PREFATORY  REMARKS. 

'(W  the  information  of  some  who  may  read  the  foUowiv^  Sfieeches  delivered  hi 
that  debate.^  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr,  Gregg  is  here  inserted. 

Wherkas  Great  Britain  Impreiles  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  compels 
'lem  to  ferve  on  board  I er  (liips  of  war,  and  alfo  feizes  and  condemns  vefiels'be- 
nging  to  citizens  of  the  U^nited  States,  and  their  cargoes  being  the  bona  fide 
operty  of  American  citizens,  not  contraband  of  war,  and  not  proceeding  to 
aces  befieged  or  blockaded,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being  engaged  in  time  of 
;ar  in  a trade  with  her  enemies  wiiich  was  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace  : 

And  whereas  the  government  of  the  United  States  has  repeatedly  reniondrated 
the  Britifli  government  againfl  thefc  injuries,  and  demanded  fatlsfaction  there. 
|r,  but  without  effedl, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  until  equitable  and  fatlstactory  arrangemen’s  on 
jefc  points  fhali  be  made  between  the  two  governments,  it  is  expedient  that  from 

|d  after  the day  of next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  of  the 

Jowth,  product,  or  manufafture  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  of  the  colonies  or 
'pendencies  thereof  ought  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  Provided, 
iwever,  that  whenever  arrangements  deemed  fatisfactory  by  the  Prefident  of  ths 

I sited  States  (hall  take  place,  it  fltall  be  lawful  for  him  by  proclamation  to  fix  a 
lay  on  which  the  prohibition  afarefaid  fhall  ceafe. 

M It.  J.  Randolph  in  oppofition,  alledged  that  Great  Britain,  ftands  now  pre- 
ely  in  the  fame  fivuatlon  that  repubiica»  France  did  in  1793 — that  fneis  fight- 
If  the  battles  of  liberty — that  her  fleet  is  the  only  defence  we  have  againlt  Gallic 
j'anny— that  the  battle  of  Trefalgar  prevented  the  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
in  levying  contributions  on  our  own  commerce  in  our  own  feas-— that  Ihe  has  a 
p of  war  for  every  fquare  league  of  the  ocean— -that  if  we  offend  her  minlfter, 
will  put  forth  his  Rrength,  and  make  us  feel  it — that  if  the  French  government 
ll  the  command  of  the  ocejn,  they  would  be  more  tyrannical  than  the  Britifli — . 
(a  word,  after  paffing  the  highell  eulogiums  on  tlie  Britilh  government;  and 
i nioff  bitter  againft  the  French  ; he  proceeded  to  invectives  equally  bitter 
linfl:  our  executive  and  members  of  Congress,  who  appeared  in  favor  of  exe_ 
ive  meafures — charging  the  Prefident  with  lending  an  amphibious  and  ainbigu- 
■ meffage — and  with  withholding  a inefl'age  from  the  rioufe  of  Keprefentatives 
ir  weeds — which  he  alTerted  would  have  changed  efieir  opinions — and  that  they 
;w  it — and  in  fevere  terms  reprobated  the  Prefident’s  I'ecret  nieflages — charged 
captain  and  mate  (evidently  meaning  the  Prefident  and  Secretary  of  State) 
h leaving  the  care  of  the  fiiip  in  a ftonn,  to  the  care  of  the  cook  and  cabbin 
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boy then  uttered  the  moft  hitter  invectives  that  his  genius  could  produce,  againfi 

Congrefs  acting  with  closed  doors,  alledging  that  members  were  aftiamed  of  theVi 
eonduit,  and  dare  not  let  the  nation  know  what  the>  had  b/en  doing —charged  Ifit 
members  of  Congress,  inltead  of  enquiring  what  fliall  be  done  with  Britain 
France  and  Spain,  with  having  their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  half  way  houfe  betweei 
the  Capitol  and  George  Town,  fmeaning  the  Prefident’s)  and  their  views  direftec 
to  who  fliould  be  our  next  Prefident ; to  acconnplifli  which  no  pains  had  beei 
fpared  !- Charged  the  fupporters  of  executive  meafures,  and  ot  the  refolutioi 
under  confideratlon— with  truckling  to  France,  and  bullying  England — with  be 
ing  horn  book  politicians,  Tom,  Dick,  and  Harry,  &c.  that  had  not  learne 
their  A.  B.  C.  and  what  v/as  woiTe  they  never  could,  they  -were  fo  void  of  reafot 
that  thev  ought  to  be  put  in  ftraight  waidcoats,  confined  in  dark  rcroms,  fed  o 
tvater  gruel,  Etc — loaded  the  m.erchants  with  reproachful  epithets^  alledging  tha 
they  would  facrlfice  the  pea  e,  intered,  and  happinefs  of  ,tl)e  United  States  t 
thei)i unprincipled  and  unbounded  avarice — that  the  members  would  attend  tone 
thing  but  circular  letters  and  newfpapers — and  afferted  that  there  never  was  a tin 
when  the  Houfe  was  more  unfit  to  tranfact  this  bufinefs  (that  is  to  fay  there  nevi 
was  a time  when  the  Floufe  was  lefs  dilpofed  to  admit  [ohn  Randolph  to  be  fo 

dldfator) he  charged  the  Houfe  with  adjourning  from  Saturday  till  Monday,  th 

they  might  feek  the  Lord— that  they  might  hold  a caucus  ; which  it  was  evide 
had  been  the  cafe— (1  have  heard  of  no  member  that  knew  of  any  caucus  ; norr 
I believe  any  was  held  by  the  friends  of  the  refolution) — he  afferted  the  refoluti 
to  be  a war  meafure  ; and  charged  the  fupporters  thereof  with  advocating  it 

fuel) which  they  never  did — tlierefore  his  premifes  being  unfounded.  Every  d 

duftion,  cr  confequence  drawn  therefrom,  or  affertion  founded  thereon,  mull 
unfounded  allb.  Thelritter  invectives  and  groundlefs  affertions  before  tneistionf 
with  many  more  too  tedious  here  to  insert,  in  the  courfeof  his  various  commui 
cations  during  ^he  debate,  in  which  he  occupied  the  floor  upwards  of  feven  hoi 
— were  many  of  them  repeated  over  and  ovef  again,  c'oubtlefs  with  a view,  if 


fible,  to  learn  his  horn  book  fcholars,  at  lead  their  A,  B.  C.  in  politics— but  ah 


his  patriotic  labors  failed,  as  appears  by  the  votes  on  the  paffage  of  a bill  on  1 
26th  inft.  predicated  on  a refolution  of  Mr.  Hicholfon’s,  equally  reprobate4 
him — Ayes  93  republicans — Noes  24  federajifls  and  eight  republicans — leaving  1 
feven  to  condole  with  him  in  his  misfortune.  The  foregoing  prefatory  introd 
tion  was  thought  neceffary,  both  tor  thofe  who  may  have  an  opportunity  of  read 
Mr.  Randolph’s  fpeeches.  and  thofe  who  have  not  ; becaufe  the  firfl  which 
been  publiffied,  after  having  been  revifed  by  the  author,  appears  very  different  fr 
w' hat  it  did  when  delivered  in  the  committee.  The  following  remarks  are  laid 
fore  the  nublic,  in  the  plain  unlearned  flyle  in  which  they  were  delivered  by 
author,  who  has  not  abfented  hlmfelf  from  the  Houfe,  to  correct  and  revile 
Ipeeches. 
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Mr.  SLOAN.  I do  not  rise  to  deny, 
but  to  acknowledge  myself,  one  of  those 
horn-book  politicians  alluded  to  by  a 
member  from  Virginia,  and  to  assure 
this  committee  that  Ido  net  envy  or 
begrudge  that  member  either  his  supe- 
rior genius,  talents,  or  learning — and 
further,  to  ask  on  behalf  of  myself,  aud 
others  of  this  class,  the  favor  of  being 
permitted  to  deliver  our  sentiments  on 
this  and  other  important  subjects  in 
such  language  as  we  are  capable  of, 
until  our  constituents  may  have  an  op- 


portunity of  electing  other  member! 
superior  learning  and  talents,  and 
ther  advanced  in  political  knowlec 
This  is  a favor  I hope  will  not  be 
nied,  otherwise,  a great  number  of 
merican  citizens,  the  remainder  of 
and  the  ensuing  session  must  go  ui 
presented. 

In  answer  to  the  assertion  t 
our  late  conduct  respecting  Sp 
was  such  as  we  dare  not  ment 
that  we  dare  not  take  off  the  inji 
tion  of  secrecy,  that  we  are  ash 
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ed  to  let  the  nation  know  the  secret,, 
permit  me  to  assure  that  member, 
and  this  committee,  that  I teel  neither 
shame  nor  compunction  of  heart  for  the 
part  that  I acted  in  that  business;  not 
doubting  that  when  the  injunction  is 
taken  of,  and  the  public  acquainted 
with  the  whole  transaction  ; the  real 
friends  of-the  peace,  and  interest  of  the 
U.  S.  will  fully  approve  the  conduct  of. 
the  majority  wiih  whoml  had  the  plea-, 
sure  to  act,  and  which,  were  I by  side 
glances,  and  insinuations  to  endeav  or  to 
impress  the  public  mind,. with  a belief 
that  a majority  of  their  representatives 
had  acted  in  a m.anner  they  were  a- 
shamed  of^I  conceive  my  constitu- 
ents would  thenceforth  consider  me 
unworthy  of  their  c.onfidence,  and  con-^. 
sequently  of  a seat  on  this  floor. 

We  are  told  that  we  have  no  cabi- 
net. Is  it  necessary,  is.,  it  recognised 
by  the  constitution  ? No.  The  Presi- 
dent’s powers  are  defined,  and  have 
for  five  years  liecn  fulfilled  to  the  satis-, 
faction  of  the  people. 

I have  heard  of  British  caliinets. 
British  ministers,  and  British  pri- 
vy councils — —of  their  conduct  I 
imbibed  a very  bad  opinion,  before, 
the  member  alluded  to,  was  out  of  his 
nurse’s  arms,  and  have  seen  no  cause  to 
change  that  opinion — it  is  therefore 
pie.  singto  me  to  hear  that  we  have  no 
suchlustitution. 

Mr.  Chairman,  hotvever  great  my 
[gratitude  to  that  memler  for  his  pater- 
nal care  over  the  rhikiren  in  pciitics  on 
this  floor,  which  roused,  turn  from  his 
sick  bed,  to  give  his  superior  . opinion 
upon  this  important  subj.ect,  before  our 
weak,  and  feeule  minds  had  been  mis- 
led by  Turn,  Dick  and  iiarry,  crsonie. 
other  arrogant  chap,  that  might  have 
s.nTie  knowledge  of  steering  a ship 
at  sea ; but  totally  ignorant  in  na- 
vig.iting  our  vessel  of  state,  1 say, 
notwithstanding  1 gave  all  the  att.>n- 
tion  in  mv  power,  to  his  eloquent 
speech  of  *2  hours  43  minutes,  there  was 
divers  parts  whichmy  weak  brain  could 
not  comprehend,  and  which  I beg  leave 
to  lay  before  this  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  further,  iiiiorma- 
tion. 

1.  I cannot  comprehend  how  our  de- 
manding the  release  of  our  impressed 
seamen  ; and  restitution  for  unjust  cap- 
tures of  our  vessels  ; can  be  construed 
as  throwing  our  weight  in  the  scale  of 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a 
set  of  men,  who  do  not  support  the  pub- 
Uc  weal  of  the  U.  S. 
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2.  Nor  can  I possibly  discover  that 
G.  Britain  stands  precisely  in  the  same 
situation  that  republican  France  did  in 
’93.  For  information  on  this  subject, 
let  me  ask,  was  it  n-ot  British  gold  and 
British  intrigue  that  then  fornied  the 
coalition  against  republican  France  ? 
And  is  it  not  the  same  that  has  formed 
the  present  coalition  against  monarchi- 
cal France  ? Have  the  armies  of  France 
in  either  case  advanced  beyond  tlieir 
own  territory,  previous  to  the  raising 
and  advancing  toward  their  powerful 
armies  for  the  express  purpose  of  sub- 
jugating them,  and  dividing  their  pro- 
perty amongst  the  coalesced  powers  ? 
If  the  accounts  received  are  true,  they 
have  not. 

But  we  are  told  that  Britain  is  now 
the  only  Barrier  against  tyranny,  and 
her  navy  our  only  security,  tlyat  the__ 
battle  offTrafalgar  prevented.thqjleets  • 
of  France  and  Spain  from  laying  ouiw 
seaport  towns  under  contribution,  and 
that  the  Brit'sh  navy  alone  stands  be- 
tween and  their  tyranny.  IVir. 
Chairman,  if  a British  su' ject  was  ad-- 
mitted  on  this  floor,  to  advocate  his  so- 
vereigu’seause,  I should  from  liini  have- 
expected  such  language,  but  to  hear  it 
fi’cm  a member  of  Congress  lias  aston- 
ished me  more  than  any  thing  1 ever 
heard  V,  ithin  these  walls.  1 may  add 
that  I believe  even  a Brr.hsh  subject  cf 
rom non  sense  and  piudence  v.  ould  not 
luive  committed  hi.-,  character,  by  as- 
seiiing  that  the  combined  fleets  ot  Hol- 
land, I'r- nice,  and  Sp.. in,  were  so  re- 
duced, lh.it  ten  British  ships  (I  expe.t 
of  t)ie  line  was  meant)  wgiHG  be  glad  to 
iiie.et  their  whole  force. 

Kc'ithtr  can  I comprehend  that  H:;- 
gua.ge  that  in  one  breath  asserts  t)i..t 
Spain  has  .grossly  insulted  us  on  our 
OW'D  terriLory  ; that  vve  pocket  those 
insults  because  they  are  a favored  na- 
tion, and  ill  the  next  breatli  asserts  th.  t 
she  is  no  nation  ; but  those  aggressions 
aj’e  the  acts  of  France, 

1 here  deem  - it  my  duty  to  make 
some  remarks  on  observations  made  on 
this  floor,  .W'hirh  have  a tendency  to 
mislead  and  alarm  the  public  mind  with 
regard  to  Fr?,nce  and  bpain.  \V  e have 
been  told  that  Sp'.dii  has  insulted  us  on 
our  own  territovy.  1 appeal  to  the 
gentleman  from.  S'irginia  whether  1 
has  not  declared  that  we  do  n(.t  pos- 
sess a foot  of  ground  beyond  the  Iber- 

•viiie.  if  so,  let  the  world  judge  of  tlm 
consistency  of  his  remarks.  I ask  if- 
Spain  has  not  ordered  tier  cruicers  to 
respect  our  vessels,  and  yvhethttr- 
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France  is  not  ,on  a friendly  footing  with 
iis.  Shall  then  the  public  miticl  be  de- 
ceived witji  iiie  idea  that  Congress  have 
not  acted  towards  those  nations  with 
spirit!  For  what?  Because  our  boun- 
daries with  Spain  are  not  defi.ied.  I 
trust  in  Cod,  we  shall  never  go  to 
•war  for  that.  I repeat  it,  our  affairs 
are  in  a train  of  amicable  settlement, 
and,  I trust,  they  will  be  soon  settled. 

It  is  asserted  that  France  would  be 
as  t\  ramiical  on  the  ocean,  as  England, 
had  she  the  same  power — this  ia  a point 
that  I have  neither  foreknowledge  or 
sagacity  enough  todetennine,  nor  do  I 
con;  ider  such  assertions  iridier  neces- 
sary or  proper  on  the  present  occasion, 
the  (iegraded  point  cf  view  in  tvhicii 
Spain  has  been  vepresentei',  the  ty- 
rannical dispoisition  ot  Firince  ; and  Bri- 
tain rejircsented  as  the  only  barrier  a- 
g;'.in!5t  her  ti  ranr.y,  the  forlorn  hope  of 
European  liiierty — I have  heard  witit 
sorrov/,  believing  such  langu'-ge  highly 
impr  per,  to  be  used  in  a k-rishrdve 
cap-ici'-y,  by  ar.y  vcprcfentative  of  a 
free  peciile  whose  interest  it  is'coculti- 
■vate  pence  an-'l  iiarmony  with  all  na- 
tions 1 r t!u:  earth. 

1 slud!  cnl/  ti-ou''.!e  the  cpr..'.r.iittee 
•wid:  one  more  observation  upon  the 
learned  and  e'n'onen.t  speech  first  men- 
tioned, in  which  I think  it  was  aliedged 
that  p :rchmeat  as  the  only  remedy 
applied  to  aggi  tsMcns  on  our  tei’vitory, 
for nicii  a tneiiiher  from  New  Jersey 
might  receive  a vegetable  specihe.  If  I 
am  the  member -diuderi  to,  permit  me 
to  reply,  that  if  bv  deali.ig  m parch- 
ment. w?  can  continue  purchase  as 
good  bargains  as  Louisiana,  and 
tht  reby  pn '•-urvo  peace,  1 hope  the  U. 
S.  V'iil  ,i\vavs  p'l  i-ier  dealing  in  tiiat 
commooi ./  rather  thai.  to  imbrue  tneir 
hand'-  iu  hum  n bJoed.  F.especting 
vegetaiile  specifics  I sl<  d!  only  obserw, 
that  if  that  member  lives  to  ray  age, 
neebirg  nr,  more  specific  inedu-ine,  ei- 
ther vegetable  or  ridneral,  he  may  con- 
sider it  a great  blessing  ; but  which  I 
tnink  veiv  improbable. 

Mr  Chairman,  believing  it  my  duty 
to  deliver  my  beniiments  in  as  few  '^ords 
as  possible,  that  other  members  stand- 
ing on  an  ccu-c^l  floor,  may  licve  an  op- 
portunity to  deliver  trieirs,  i sludi  liasien 
to  a conviusion — at  the  sauie  iiiue  no'c 
doubting,  that  if  I was  disposed  so  todo, 

I coulil  take  up  the  time  of  tiie  com- 
mittee .as  long,  a'ld  to  ae  little  purpose 
as  any  member  within  the-se  walls. 

1 could,  under  the  pretext  of  explain- 
ing, keep  the  floor  two  hours  aiui  nine 


minutes,  if  the  chairman  did  not  ordex 
me  down,  which  I hope  he  will  if  ever 
I attempt  it. 

In  explaining  I could  declare  that  I did 
not,  mean  to  stigmatize  a respectable 
class  of  citizens  with  dishonest) , or  any 
otlier  reproachful  epithet — and  immedi- 
ately compare  them  to  butterflies  of  the 
dayj  k to  slippery  eels  whowill  get  round 
and  evade  any  regulations  or  restrictions; 
that  can  be  made,  whost;  interest  is  their 
guide,  regardless  of  the  peace  and  inter-, 
esc  cf  the  nation  in  which  they  reside. 

I could  declare  that  I had  not  insult-' 
ed  the  House  ; but  aimed  at  certain  po-^ 
litical  characters — and  in  the  next 
breath  charge  a majority  of  the  same 
house  with  having  hoodwinked  its  mem- 
bers, hut  unable  to  do  so  with  foreign, 
nations — 1 again,  could  charge  them  with 
bullying  England,  and  truckling  to 
France,  and  exclaim  in  an  imperious 
tone,  this  yon  have  done  and  you  know 
it. 

Mr.  Chairman,!  could  go  on  still  fur 
ther,  and  assert  that  the  little  triiiingjf 
arguments  of  my  opponents  ought  to^' 
hear  no  vl-eight,  because  destitute  of  rea- 
son, that  instinct  the  guide  of  the  lirute 


P 


crt'=.tion,  was  superior  to  such  reason — • 


yet  declare,  that  I meant  no  insult  to 
their  underitandiug. 

I could  then  i i the  prophetic  line  in- 
form the  committee,  that  if  they  offend- 
ed the  British  minister,  he  would  imme- 
draivly  put  forth  bis  strength,  and  make, 
the  Unitta  States  feel  it — and  al- 

though France  al present  appears  ti  lend- 
ly,  .-iip  IS  like  the  still  hog  drinkiag^ 
s'.yill,  meelitating  future  evil,  and  will 
eventinlly  (if  in  ner  power)  treat  us 
worse  man  England. 

1 could  iu  a few  words  remove  this 
mighty  bugbear  that  the  freinds  of  the 
rost'iution  h ive  made  so  much  ado  about 
I mean  the  inijirtSsiiient  of  three  thou 


s-and  of  our  seamen  ; by  infonniiig  tlie 


committee  that  it  has  been  the  practice 
of  Britain  time  imniemovial — that  it  has 
been  loiind  itidispcnsiblv  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  iiian  their  fleets— that 
is  tosr.y,  without  these  diabolical  means, ^ 
which  none  but  iniei  nal  iiends  iii  human 
shape  could  even  use  ; they  could  not  so 
efiectually  have  carried  five  and  sword, 
devastation  and  plunder,  to  every  habi- 
table part  of  the  globe  ; and  thereby  so 
greatly  increased  the  quantum  of  hu- 
man irisery,  and  the  cries  of  the  widows 
and  fatherless. 

1 ccukl  also,  if  my  conscience  would 
permit,  after  venting  rny  hatred  in  the 
most  bitter  invectives  svgainst  the  French 
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peror,  that  my  genius  cnuid  invent, 
rging  Congress  with  truckling  to  him ; 
i ijestowing  on  the  government  of 
;land  the  highest  applause,  for  their 
osition  to  French  tyranny;  repeat- 
r deny  being  the  apologist  of  Britain  ; 
a subsequent  question  arises,  -would 
members  of  this  committee  subscribe 
ae  truth  of  such  declarations  ? 
ut,  Mr.  Chairmanj  I will  detain  the 
imittee  no  longer  with  telling  them. 
It  might  be  done  ; but  earnestly  call 
r attentioi!  to  what  has  been  dene,  to 
it  has  beensaidon  this  floor — we  have 
i told  that  France  cannot  get  a 
nd  of  coffee,  or  sugar,  from  her  own 
ads  except  through  the  meuium  pf 
ericaii  vessels,  and  that  we  have  a 
ty  that  obliges  us  to  treat  them  as 
of  the  most  favored  nations — this 
es  the  cut  tain,  and  gives  a full  and 
plete  view  of  the  whole  scene — this 
lains  in  the  most  clear  and  explicit 
ner,  the  elaborate  speech  of  two 
■s  and  forty-eight  minutes,  and  the 
anation  of  two  hours  and  nine  mi- 
s.  A horn  book  politician  may  by  this 
rly  discover  the  intention  of  the 
iber  from  Virginia,  and  Tom,  Dick 
Harry,  if  they  have  only  learned 
;hree  first  letters  of  the  alphabet 
understand  his  meaning,  and  why 
muld  prefer  an  embargo,  to  even 
rtial  non-importation  of  British  ma- 
ctures.  It  is  possible  that  Georgs 
bird,  that  zealous  defender  of  the 
; holy  faith,  by  whose  most  gracious 
rs,  the  colonies  of  North  America 
; declared  out  of  his  protection  ; and 
•wards  his  paternal  care  was  further 
ifcstecl,  in  binning  their  towns, 
liering  their  citizens,  and  caiisirg 
• prisoners  to  perish  with  famine, 
pestilence,  in  noisome  dungeons, 
filthy  prison  ships.  I say  it  is  pos- 
as  the  precious  life  of  this  great  be- 
lter of  mankind  is  yet  preserved, 
we  are  told  on  this  floor,  remains 
ated  with  the  same  benevolent  spi- 
aghting  the  battles  of  liberty,  a- 
it  Gallic  tyranny  ; if  he  skoui'd  fail 
nd,  his  pious  zeal  may  inaiice  liim 
more  to  resort  to  his  fovlaru  hope 
e did  in  the  late  war  -with  republi- 
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can  France)  declare  all  her  ports  and 
her  allies  in  a state  of  blockade,  cover 
the  ocean  with  his  fleets,  in  order  to 
effect  by  famine,  what  he  i»  unable  to  do 
by  force  of  arms-— in  that  case  an 
embargo  on  American  vessels  would  fa- 
cilitate his  purpose.  But  here  let  me 
ask  this  committee,  can  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  countenance  such  a 
procedure  ? — I hope  not. 

Before  I sit  down,^  let  me  ask  the 
members  of  this  committee,  especially 
you  in  whose  ears  the  expiring  groans 
of  your  brethern  in  arms,  of  your  be- 
loved fellow  citizens  yet  vibrates  ; slain 
by  the  murderous  hands  of  the  merce- 
naries of  Great  Britain  ; or  more  bar- 
oarously  deprived  of  life,  by  famine  or 
pestilence — can  you  while  that  sam« 
monardi  reigns,  and  instead  of  dimi- 
nishing, has  added  to  the  long,  and 
black  catalogue  of  crimes,  set  ierth  in 
our  declaration  of  independence,  which 
induced  you  to  risk  your  lives  in  oppoti- 
tion  to  his  tyranny  ; canyon  with  corn j}l,i- 
cency,  or  any  degree  of  approbation,  sit 
and  hear  that  government  who  conti- 
nues her  tyranny  and  injustice  to  these 
United  States,  (witness  the  capture  of 
our  vessels  and  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men) held  up  ny  a member  on  this  floor, 
as  the  only  barrier  we  have  against  the 
tyranny  cf  that  nation  who  in  our  strug- 
gle assisted  us  wdth  vessels  of  war, 
arms,  ainmunition,  men,  and  money  ; 
■whose  soldiers  fought  by  your  side,  and 
bled  to  support  American  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, and  whose  government 
continues  friendly  towards  us — I hope 
not,  I believe  you  cannot,  your  hearts 
must  turn  indignant  from  such  language. 
For  my  own  part,  I am  free  lo  declare, 
that  since  1 have  had  the  honor  of  a seat 
on  this  floor,  1 have  heard  nothing  that 
has  so  hurt  my  feelings. 

1 have  long  borne  them  in  silence — 1 
am  happy  in  obtaining  a few  moments 
in  my  plain  unlearned  way  to  express 
them,  that  this  ccremittee,  and  all  the 
United  Stales  may  know,  that  I retain 
the  same  abhcrrence  against  British  ti  - 
rany  that  I dkl  in  che  revoluticnar)  war  ; 
and  also  tlie  same  h-ve  for  'die  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  United  States. 


EECH  delhered  on  Mr.  Nicholson’s  Resclutiou^ 

March  17. 

R.  SLOAN. Mr.  Chairman:  would  be  done  unto,  and  as  I do  net  love 

wish  always  to  do  to  oUiersf  as  1 to  be  kept  in  suspence  mvEeli,  i-wiSb 
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Hiot  keep  this  committee  in  suspence  re- 
specting my  opinion  on  the  prcbent  reso- 
lution. I am  opposed  to  it  because  it 
does  not  mention  what  I consider  the 
j'lincipal  cause  of  our  complaint  against 
Cx.  Britain;  I mean  the  inijiressnicnt  of 
our  seamen — at  the  same  time  declar- 
ing that  I will  eventually  vote  for  any 
measure  that  I shall  consider  better 
than  none.  This  is  a line  of  conih'ct 
that  1 have  thoiigiit  it  my  duty  to  adopt 
in  all  cases  since  1 have  had  a seat  on 
this  floor.  From  the  course  that  oilier 
members  have  pursued  in  this  debate, 
I expect  I shall  be  permitted  to  give  my 
reasons  in  favor  of  a non-intercourse 
with  G.  Britain,  in  preft  rence  to  the 
prohibition  of  certain  articles  of  their 
manufactures,  contemplated  by  the  pre- 
sent resolution . 

Mr.  Chavrm.an,  notwithstanding  I am 
ccnscioiis  of  my  inability  to  do  jii'iiice 
to  a subject  of  greater  magnitude,  as  it 
respects  the  cliaractcr,  the  iutevest  and 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  that  belov- 
ed country  that  give  meijirth,  than  a- 
ny  that  has  ever  claimed  the  attention 
ot  the  Congress  of  the  U.  S.  since  I 
have  had  the  honor  ot  a seat  on  this 
floor,  I say  I am  liappiy  nevertheless  la 
having  an  opportunity  to  cast  my  mite 
into  that  treasury,  which  having  been 
instituted  upon  a principle  of  perfect  c- 
fjualit}',  the  w idow’s  mite  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  as  acceptable  as  the  greatest  giit 
from  the  superaliunclant-  treasures  ot 
the  rich.  In  the  observations  that  1 
shall  make,  it  is  not  my  intention,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  charge  those  who 
differ  with  me  in  opinion,  whether  in 
a majority  nr  minority,  tvith  ignorance 
■ or  evil  design,  much  less  to  stigmatize 
or  reproach  them  with  con tcmjitible e- 
pithets — No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I consirler 
it  my  dutv  to  consider  many  members 
on  this  floor  as  my  superiors,  and  none 
as  my  inferio>'S.  I consider  it  my  duty 
after  having  given  my  reasons  for  or  a^ 
epiinst  any  subject  in  discussion,  to 
cheerfa.lly  submit  to  the  decision  of  a 
majority  ; and  1 also  consi-ler  it  my  du- 
tv to  treat  cxery  member  of  the  legis- 
lature of  t'le  nnion,  witli  that  respect 
line  to  K'llow-citizvns  standing  on  an  e- 
ve.n  floor.  1 consider  it  niy  duty,in- 
ste:i‘l, of  holding  up  the  interest  ot  the 
northern  states  opposed  to  the  interest  of 
the  southern,  or  the  eastern  to  the  west-, 
t-rii  ; to  v.cw  them  all  as  members  of 
the  same  body,  consequently,  that,  tne 
cannot  suti'er  witln'ut  the  wliole  being 
uiTeetcd.  I con.-ider  it  niy  duty,  iu- 
f.tead  of  taking  advantage  of  • Ijpcal  •-.ntu- 
it'iiisand  different  occmviii.-n jir - 
i!  uctiye  at  ccrt..iu  tunes  of  Lenip„-r:ir/ 


iractfi 


jarring  interests,  to  array  one  partl'^P®' 
our  fellow  citizens  in  opjiosition 
other  part  ; contrawise,  to  encleavoi’®"'^ 
shew,  that  such  temporary  inconve'®^?! 
entics  cannot  long  remain,  hut  like  v 


ter  seeking  its  level,  the  inequality 
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soon  be  removed.  Tliis  I conceiv'e 
he  my  duty,  m srder  to  promote 
love  and  harmony  amongst  member.' 
thi.s  liciise,and  oitizens  of  the  U. 
general,  wiiich  I consider  as  theoi®* 


efficp.c’ous  cement 
whii  h our  Di  eseot 


of 


our  u-mon. 


»«V  ri: 


nippy  form  of  ^ 


verninent  can  be  continued',  and 
rights  and  liberties  we  enjoy  h.iin 
■lovvn  unimpaired  to  future  gencr  itii 
A conli-rtry  li'iie  ci  cond'uct  is,  in  niy 
pinion,  derogatovy  to  the  cnar.'ictei 
anv  ’,;frsoi5.  honoi-ed  with  a seat  in 
H'-'ise,  arid  injorious  to  the  peace., 
berty  and  happiness  of  the  U . S. 


Having  brieuv  proposed  t'.ie  pvein 


itnr;'  t 
.*ol 
loser; 
so  ccri 
bino! 
^ :ration, 
lie  l!,S 
tores, 
Mthii 

OOiittM 


wliich  I mc'in  to  observe  ivs  the  nil 
mv  conduct,  1 shall  cS-^r  niy  reascasp'j**! 


favor  of  aon-intercoarse  v.'ith  G. 
tain,  in  case  .she  persists  in  these 


suits  and  iv.jui  ies,  which  i.s  the 


Iml  las) 


of  the  pfusei-.t  discussion,  and  wh 
in  rny  o '-iiion.  fuc  U.  S.  hath  alre 
suff  'c.  too  km  . 

In  of.  . iug  i»  v reasons.  I shall 
bring  ir.'-O  \iew  the  conduct  of 
iiati  nis  to  justify  G,  Britain — Neit)is™cl) 
shall  I assert  that  Bonaparte  is  ai 
surpt  r,  St  a tyrant,  that  he  has  annihi 
ed  Spam,  and  ks  now  aiming  at  the  ( 
quest  of  the  world;  but  is  gracioi'it 
pleased  to  leave  the  U.  S.  for  the  in  r 
victim  he  means  to  devour! 
have  to  say  to  this  (if  it  be  true)  is  'tfcsk 


ypi  ki 

opinioi 


old  op; 
liosiol 


J 

:hiD  ini 
:eiu 


acknowledge  my  gratitude  for  his  1 ‘inroi 


iPg  liet'.'rmined  to  give  us  the  Ion  - 
time  to  repent  of  our  sins,  of  vviMioi 
there  is  great  need  ;,and  to  g-ive  if»'l!!; 
my  opinion,  that  we  have  no  righ  tiofO, 
interfere  with  the  form  of  govermdblr 
in  France;  the  iieople  there  haviivt)i«d 
good  a right  to  clioose  an  emperor -fc 
we  a Bpesident.  iMimn 

I shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  WJ 
cnmir.itree  in  reading  docuineuti k .,  i 
prove  the  magnitude  of  the  grievaitCi 
that  having  been,  done  (in  a forlioou 
part  ot  the  di-scuss.ion)  by  my 
from  Mass.  (Mr.  Bidwell)  and  tse,lic. 
dnciiinents  having  been  long  in  the  ^ny... 
session  of  mernberi,  renders  it  u 'Hbb 
cessary  ; but  shad  first  eiideavo  lai,., 
jirove,  frrat  it  rs  ourdutyas  Represt  iWii; 
lives  of  the  people,  to  apply  an  e 
tual  remedy  to  existing  grievances, 
to  prevent  their  repetition  in  fuU  I 
fciiat  we  are  called  upon  not  only  bf 
sufferings  of  our  constiti^ents,  bu 
the  sacred  obligation  we  owe  to 


ai'.tf, 

ttUi; 


k.tU: 
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iracter  of  ouf  country,  and  by  our 
rt  isper.sible  duty  to  preserve  that 
oj  racter  without  spot  or  blemish,  in  our 
11,  :rcoui-se  with  foreign  nations  ; which 
re  only  be  done  by  a system  of  justice 
ty  1 equality,  granting  no  peculiar  fa^ 

„ to  one  that  we  do  not  to  others  ; and 
re  the  other  hand  submitting  to  no 
tljilt  or  injury  from  one  nation  that  we 
,i  ,aot  submit  to  from  others. 

S ind  secondly,  that  we  can  at  this 
5 eo^)tain  redress  of  grievances  with- 
any  risque,  or  probability  of  war 
{ hG.  Britain,  because  it  would  be 
) trary  to  her  interest,  and  because  in 
,1  e ol  war,  she  must  eventuallv  he 

i,  loser  ; and  also,  that  if  she  should 
5 so  contrary  to  her  interest,  as  to 
i;,  'er  a non-interc»urse  law  to  go  into 
i ration,  it  would  be  a great  benefit 

he  U.  S.  by  encouraging  home  manu- 
lures. 

r,  tnd  thirdly,  call  the  attention  of  the 
jj  nn.ittee  to  the  sufferings  of  our  irn- 
j ssed  seamen. 

I md  fourthly,  endeavor  to  show,  that 
( opinion  ot  some  members  who  are 
, losed  to  non -intercourse,  because  it 
lid  operate  partially  on  difierent 
cions  of  the  union,  are  not  well  i'ound- 

I tnd  lastly,  that  it  is  oar  duty  to  lay  a- 
j all  local  ideas,  and  consider  the  U. 
,j.  IS  one  body  politic,  and  tliat  if  but 

j,  limb  be  injured,  the  v/linle  is  bound 
l,i  h in  interest,  in  justisc  and  in  policy 
,(  mite  in  the  means  of  obtaining  re- 
is  ‘SS- 

. f in  delivering  my  sentiments  on 
^ 3 subject,  any  member  on  thiscom- 
:tee  should  conceive  that  I discover 
much  warmth,  I desire  it  mav  be  at- 
, luted  solely  to  the  abhorrence  and 
estatioa  with  which  I have  long 
i,  wed  the  insolent  and  injurious  con- 

1,  ',tof  G.  Britain  towards  the  U.  3. 

,,  to  her  suffering  subjects,  them  I 
,5  e, and  their  sufferings  1 pity;  out 
j ; deceptive,  oppressive  and  tvranni- 
admmistr.itioii  of  her  government,  I 
,{  most  decidedly  and  conscientiously 
lor  and  hate. 

.j  Vlr.  Chairman,  when  I laid  a resolu- 
,1  a on  tne  table  for  tue  purpose  of  pro- 
j .itingintcre.-urse  with  G.  Britain,  in 
I le  she  should  refuse  to  enter  into  any 
, -angement  for  the  amicable  settle-. 
^ ntot  existing  differences,  I querieil 
, at  was  become  of  the  spirit  of ’,'6, 
,j,  Jause  I considered  a portion  of  t'l.it 
j rii  that  gained  our  liberty  neces  sary 
retain  it.  I renew  the  query,  what 
■ become  of  that  indepeudeut  spuit. 


that  chose  rather  to  part  with  life  thaa 
inherent  rights  ? Plave  wc,  with  the 
merchandize  of  G.  Britain,  imported 
the  servile  dirpo-sition  ot  her  oppressed 
and  degraded  subjects  ? Is  it  possible 
that  the  f iscinating  charms  of  her  gew- 
gaws and  fripperies  is  so  powerful,  as 
to  induce  the  representatives  of  tlie  U. 
S.  ia  Congress  assembled,  rather  than 
suffer  a temporarv  pri'.'mtion^  to  permit 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  thr-ir  consti- 
tuents to  be  trampled  on  with  impunity 
by  that  haughty  tyrannical  nation  ? I 
say  the  representatives,  being  convineed 
beyond  a douijt  that  a great  majority  of 
the  crcfzcns  a.re  not  barely  willing,  and 
ready  to  support  any  just  and  firm  mea- 
sures that  Congress  shall  adopt,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  redress  of  grie- 
vances, and  support  of  their  just  rights  ; 
but  anxiouslv  looking  for  the  adoption 
of  decisive  measures. 

Sliall  we  then,  chosen  by  them  as 
temporarv  gu.ardians  of  their  rights 
and  liberties,  neglect,  or  treat  with  in- 
difference the  numerous  memorials  that 
have  'leen  presented  from  various  parts 
of  the  union  ? I hope  not.  I hope  we 
shall  adopt  such  firm  and  decisive  mea- 
sures, as  will  compel  the  British  go- 
vernment to  make  restitution  for  past 
injuries  ; and  enter  into  just  arrange- 
ments for  the  prevention  of  similar  ic- 
juries  in  future^ 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been 
frequ.,-m;ly  toUl,  that  such  a plan  would 
produce  war  with  G.  Britain.  This  is 
no  new  doctrine  to  me.  1 have  been 
frequently  charged  with  acting  contra- 
ry to  my  peaceable  principles,  because 
I have  taken  an  active  part  in  opposing^ 
oppression,  injustice,  and  every  in- 
fringement of  the  inherent  rights  of  the 
peo[)le  ; this  I havedone  with  a view 
to  prevent  wir— injustice  and  oppres- 
sion I consider  as  the  principal  pre- 
disposing aauses  of  war,  and  tliat  the 
best  Way  to  prevent  the  effect  is  to  re- 
move the  cause. 

Those  causes  I have  litely  seen  raise 
tlie  uoiitical  iliermorneterin  the  U.  S. 
nearly  to  wav  heat ; but,  thank  God  1 
I hare  lived  to  see  it  rooied  down  to  a 
temperate  state,  and  the  cause  greatly 
diminished,  not  by  those  destructive 
we«.pons  that  spve  id  destruction  over  a 
land,  and  multiply  the  tears  of  widows 
and  orphans,  but  by  the  force  ef  trutlv 
and  reason,  tiiOsC  bloodless  conquerors 
'more  powerful  than  the  sword  ' i wish 
the  government  of  the  U.  3.  to  use  jus- 
tice, truth  and  reason — these  are  the 
weapons  that  become  tae  veprssenta- 
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tives  of  a free  people,  and  the  only  ones 
I conceive  to  be  necessary,  to  preserve 
that  liberty  and  independence  lately- 
purchased  at  the  price  of  blood. 

Separated  by  the  Atlantic,  3000  miles 
from  the  oppressive  governments  of 
Europe,  which  originated  in  war,  and 
can  only  be  supported  by  carnage  and 
bloodshed — possessed  of  an  extensive 
and  fertile  country,  embracing  so  many 
climates,  as  not  only  to  produce  all  the 
necessaries,  but  also  most  of  the  luxu- 
ries of  lile — what  have  we  to  fear  from 
Great  Britain  ? What  can  she  deprive 
us  of?  What  but  gewgaws  and  frip- 
peries, that  we  are  much  better  -w'ith- 
out,  which  tend  to  promote  pride  and 
idleness,  those  prolific  parents  of  a nu- 
merous tram  of  attendant  vices,  contra- 
ry to  the  principle  of  a republican  go- 
vernment, and  derogatory  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a free  and  independent  na- 
tion. 

But  it  is  alledgeJ,that  non  intercourse 
with  Great  Britain  would  injure  our  re- 
venue— to  this  I answer,  that  I have  no 
apprehension  that  government  would 
act  so  contrary  to  her  interest,  as  to  let 
such  a law  go  into  operation  ; but  ad- 
mitting they  should,  for  every  million 
of  revenue  immediately  lost,  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  eventually  gain  five, 
and  probably  much  more,  by  increasing 
home  manufactures,  which  can  only 
make  us  in  fact  a rich,  free,  and  inde- 
pendent nation — for  I contend  our  inde- 
pendence is  incomplete,  while  we  are 
dependant  for  so  great  a part  of  our 
cloathing,  on  a nation  possessed  of  so 
powerful  a marine,  as  to  assume  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  ocean,  and 
that  envies  our  liberty  and  increasing 
vvealth. 

I am  sensible,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I 
am  running  counter  to  a strong  current 
of  public  opinion  ; that  it  is  cur  interest 
to  pursue  agriculture  and  commerce  ; 
leaving  maiiofactures  to  old  nations 
■whose  numerous  population  reduces  the 
price  of  labour — but,  I am  happy  in  be- 
holding this  false  theory  daily  falling 
before  the  irresistible  power  of  fact — 
the  cheapness  of  food  in  many  parts  of 
the  United  States,  overbalances  the 
high  price  of  labour  so  much,  as  to  ena- 
ble various  kinds  of  home  manufactures 
to  be  sold  lower  than  those  of  the  same 
quality  imported  from  Great  Britain. 
Witness  shoes,  which  has  nearly  exclu. 
ded  importation  ; and  I am  credibly  in- 
formed, that  coarse  home  made  linnen, 
can  at  this  time  be  purchased  lower 
than  imported,  of  the  same  quality. 
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As  a further  proof  of  liiy  position, 
will  detain  the  committee  with  but  o' 
more  fact.  Some  time  after  the  i*ev 
lutionary  war,  when  large  quantities 
cotton  was  imported  for  our  own  co 
sumption  ; a manufacture  of  that  ar  tts- 
cle  was  begun  at  Wilmington,  a irs 
l>i>ought  to  such  perfection,  that  a me  sm 
chant  in  Philadelphia  informed  ir 
that  he  could  purchase  various  kinds 
cottons  lower,  and  of  superior  quality 
those  he  imported  from  England  ; a 
that  a British  agent,  on  viewing  .sot 
of  those  goods  in  his  store,  observ 
that  would  never  do  ; we,  says  1 
(meaning  the  miCrchants  of  Great  B 
tain)  must  put  a stop  to  this — and  shoi 
ly  after  the  factory  was  burned  dow 
— Here  let  me  ask  the  members  of  tl 
committee,  whether  if  at  that  tiir 
when  a manufacturer  of  cotton  had 
import  it  under  a heavy  duty,  and  cot 
nevertheless  rival  the  British  ; he  coe 
not  now,  when  many  millions  of  poiim 
the  growth  of  our  own  soil,  is  export 
annually,  which  might  be  obtained  fr  iuli 
of  duty  ; and  when  labour  saving  m, 
chines  is  brought  to  so  much  great 
perfection  ? — And  secondly,  wheth 
any  free  and  independent  citizen  wot 
not  prefer  a temporary  sacrifice  of  i 
terest  to  a servile  dependence,  upon 
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ence  and  gold,  has  not  only  greatly  i 
jured  the  infant  manufactures  of 
United  States,  but  ruined  many  in  va; 
ous  parts  of  the  world.  And  third 
let  me  ask  y«u,  my  southern  brethre 
who,  I am  told,  are  rapidly  maki 
fortunes  by  raising  and  exporting  c( 
ton  ; would  it  not  give  you  addition 
pleasure  to  sell  this  raw  material  ' 
which  I am  informed,  five  thousa 
dollars  v/orth,  when  manufactured  mak 
one  hundred  thousand)  to  your  brethr 
of  the  middle  and  eastern  states,  a 
receive  it  manufactured  from  then 
whereby  the  indu.strious  poor  of  o 
own  citizens  would  be  supported,  rath 
than  from  a foreign  nation.  1 have 
doubt  but  that  yen  would. 

Before  I dismiss  this  subject,  let  r 
ask  what  raised  Great  Britain  to  affije 
ence  and  pov/er  ? Was  it  n»t  by  giv 
such  encouragement  to  manufactur 
as  to  induce  manufacturers  from  va 
ous  parts  of  Europe  to  emigrate  to  tl 
island,  whereby  their  internal  streng 
has  been  greatly  increased,  and  th 
fleets  and  armies  principally  support 
by  the  product  of  their  manufactur 
These  are  facts  that  I trust  no  menibjif;ti| 
on  this  floor  will  deny. 
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am  told  that  Great  Britain  charges 
j xport  duty  of  four  per  cent,  on  all 
(Dll  goods  imported  into  the  United 
r es,  and  but  one  and  a half  on  thole 
a n'ted  to  other  countries.  This  in- 
iet:s  me  to  renew  the  query,  where  is 
"■fpiritof  ’76  ? Has  it  fled  from  our 
* ' ? Are  we  difpofed  cheerfully  to 
' 'nit  to  every  fpecies  of  infult  and  in- 
J jce  that  nation  chofes  to  impofe  upon 
f I What  peculiar  advantage  do  we 
I re  from  their  trade,  to  induce  us  to 
] nit  to  higher  duties  than  any  other 
?!  on  ? Is  it  becaufe  the  balance  of 
' trade  is  eleven  or  twelve  millions  of 
' ars  per  annum  againft  us  ? Or  is  it 
’ lufe  the  credit  they  give  has  induced 
' iy  •f  our  farmers  and  mechanics  to 
I e their  ufeful  occupations  which 
,i  '■  underflood,  and  flock  into  populous 
; ;s,  go  largely  into  trade,  and  bufi- 
T 1 which  they  did  not  underhand ; 

B after  living  in  pride  and  luxury  a 
' years,  prove  infolvent,  and  wu’ong 
^ r creditors  out  of  many  thouland 
'i  ars  ? Mr.  Chairman,  the  more  I 
j fider  and  invefligate  this  fubjecl,  the 
(ire  I am  afloHifhed  at  the  conduft  of 
i United  States  towards  Great  Bri- 
1 1— the  more  I am  aftonilhed  at  the 
» iducl  of  the  reprefentatives  in  Con- 
I!  fs  affembled.  In  this  ahonilhment, 
!'ir  with  me  while  I addrefs  this  com- 

I itecj  in  the  language  of  one  former- 
j :o  the  Galatians— Oh  ! foolilh  Ame- 
( ans,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  thus 

II  fubmit  to  injury  and  infult,  from  a na- 
1 n whofe  trade  fubjefts  you  to  a lofs 
r eleven  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
“ ■ annum,  and  who  charges  4 percent. 

’ the  goods  you  Import  from  her,  and 
" t one  and  a half  to  all  other  nations  ? 
*My  friend,  the  Speaker,  attempted 

explain  this  paradox,  ox  rather  rejedf- 
r thepremifes  as  an  impoffibilitj,  that 
1;  United  States  fhould  increafc  in 
I ;alth,  when  nearly  one  half  of  their 
■ reign  trade,  inflead  of  producing  pro- 
" , threw  a balance  of  eleven  or  twelve 
^ Jlion  of  dollars  againfl;  them— but,  he 
;ght  have  avoided  the  Herculean  talk, 
producing  to  the  committee  that 
lich  was  impoflible,  becaufe  it  never 
:ifled ; by  recurring  to  the  fadf  ad- 
iced  by  roy  friend  from  Mafiachufetts, 
vir.  Bidwell)  and  the  ftatement  of  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treafury  on  our  tables, 
viz.  that  this  deficiency  was  overba- 
lanced by  our  more  profitable  trade  car- 
ried on  with  other  nations.  I do  not 
rely  barely  upon  the  information  given 
upon  this  floor,  or  the  documents  before 
us.  to  eflablifh  this  fadl.  I rely  alfo 
upon  preceding  documents,  and  the  in- 
formation I have  received  from  mer- 
chants, and  others  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  our  trade  with  Great  Bri- 
tain. All  agreeing  (that  with  fome 
rare  exceptions)  the  balance  is  fo  much 
againfl  the  United  States,  that  were  it 
not  for  the  more  profitable  trade  carried 
on  with  other  nations,  inflead  of  grow- 
ing rich,  we  fhould  foon  be  reduced  to 
a (late  of  poverty. 

For  this  reafon  I am  in  favor  of  non 
intercourfe,  rather  than  a prohibition  of 
her  manufactures  ; becaufe  it  we  cannot 
do  without  them,  we  could,  in  my  opi- 
nion, procure  them  from  other  nations 
fecond  hand,  upon  more  advantageous 
terms  than  under  the  prefent  duties,  we 
do  now  immediately  from  them  ; and 
becaufe  I confider  gratitude,  juflice  and 
the  interefl  of  our  country  obligatory 
upon  us,  to  encourage  trade  avith  thofe 
nations  who  deal  avith  us  upon  fair  and 
honorable  terms,  and  to  difcourage  it 
with  thofe  who  do  not.  And  lallly, 
becaule  I am  fully  perfuaded,  it  would 
foon  induce  Great  Britain  to  open  a fair 
and  permanent  trade  with  her  Weft  In- 
dia  islands,  much  more  advantageous  to 
the  United  States  than  the  trade  to  the 
mother  country.  I fliall  conclude  this 
fubjefl  with  returning  ray  nncere  thanks 
to  the  Speaker,  for  the  very  able  and 
decilive  manner  in  which  be  has  fup- 
ported  my  preir.ifes  in  favor  of  American 
manufactures,  by  informing  the  com- 
mittee that  they  do  not  now,  as  former- 
ly,  depend  on  a great  number  of  hands, 
by  reafon  of  labor  faving  machines  be- 
ing brought  to  fo  much  greater  perfec- 
tion.  This  appears  to  me  a concluflve 
reafon,  founded  upon  fact. 

Mr.  Chairman,  daring  the  prefent 
feffion  I have  heard  with  furprize  and 
regret,  members  of  this  Houfe  reprefent 
the  condemnation  of  our  property,  and 
impreffment  of  our  feamen,  as  things  of 
trivial  confequence  : and  that  the  alarm 
was  principally  raifed  by  the  merchants, 
o 
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for  tlic  niirpofe  of  fpeculation— that  if 
they  coitid  induce  Congrefs  ti  prohibit 
intcrcnurfe  with  Great  Britain,  tliey 
avould  raife  their  goods  one  hundred  per 
cent,  and  country  produce  fall  in  propor- 
tion, by  which  means,  indead  of  lofing, 
theyw'ouldbe  greatly  benefited.  This 
langiiag-e  I repeat,  has  exceedingly  hurt 
niy  feelings,  fuice  this  fubjedf  has  be- 
come a common  topic  of  converiation, 
for  two  reafons : Firfl,  it  has  a direft 
tendency  to  alienate  the  afFeftions  of 
one  clafs  of  ufeful  and  refpedfable  citi- 
Rens  from  tlie  other,  and  more  mime- 
rolls  clalTes,  and  thereby  leffen  th.at  con- 
fidence, unity  and  harmony,  that  is  as 
neeeffary  to  continue  amongfl  the  vari- 
ous members  of  our  body  politic,  for  the 
prefervation  of  national  Arengtl)  and 
vigor,  as  that  the  various  parts  of  an 
animal  body  Ihould  harmonioufly  act  to- 
gether. 

And  fecondly,  if  we  judge  of  things 
to  come,  by  things  pad,  thel'e  infinua- 
tions  will  not  be  realifed — the  reverfe, 
in  my  opinion,  will  be  the  cafe — the  di- 
minution of  sales,  will  overbalance  the 
advanced  price.  I know  of  but  one 
clafs  of  merchants  that  would  be  bene- 
fited ; that  is  thole  who  wilh  to  leave 
biiliners,  having  on  hand  alatgedock 
of  goods,  which  fold  at  an  advanced 
price  ; they  would  confequently  be  gain- 
ers ; but  thole  of  fmall  capitals  who 
widn  to  increale  them  by'  continuing  in 
trade  ; would  fuffer  at  lead,  in  equal 
proportion  with  farmers.  I have  alio 
heard  it  alledged,  that  it  is  only  in  car- 
rying foreign  articles  from  one  bellige- 
rent port  to  another,  and  not  in  direclly 
tranlportiiig  our  own  commodities  to  any 
belligerent  port,  that  the  Britidi  take, 
and  condemn  our  veffcls  ; and  ’■y'  that 
trade  the  merchants  only  are  benefited  ; 
therefore  improper  for  our  government 
to  run  any  rifque  to  fupport  them  in  that 
trade,  'i’his,  Mr.  Chairman,  appears  to 
me  a very  extraordinary  and  abfurd  mode 
of  reafoning.  So  far  from  being  enti- 
tled to  no  fupport  from  government,  I 
confider  it  an  extra  benefit,  and  there- 
fore, entitled  to  an  extra  fupport.  To 
explain  my  meaning  on  thisiubjeft,  let 
mt  afs  this  quedion  ? If  onr  merchants 
provide  vcffels  fufificient  to  tranfport  all 
^he  produce  we  can  fpare  to  ^'oreign  mat'. 
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into  our  ports,  is  more  than  we  wantW  “ 


home  confumption  ; which  lurplus 
re-export,  and  by  thefe  extra  exerti 
gain  one  million  of  dollars  aiuni; 
Is  not  tlieproperty  of  the  United  St 
incread-d  in  that  proportion  ? Shali 
the 
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who,  by  their  extraordinary  exertii, 
have  greatly  inci  eafed  our  revenue 
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ventative  in  future. 

I sh  ill  now  call  the  attention  of 
couiiTiittce  to  the  conduct  of  the  cc 
mar  lers  of  British  armed  vessels  pSiingth 
sing  our  seamen,  confining  them  oh  bo; 
shijrsof  war,  and  obliging  them  to  as 
in  fighting  their  battles  with  nations 
amity  and  peace  with  the  United  P>tat 
These  are  crimes  of  so  horrid  a natu 
as  can  only  be  perjictratcd  by  infc 
sjiirits,  actuating  human  bodies, 
ported  by  a government,  which  as  I h 
before  observed,  was  founded  in  w 
and  is  sujip'wted  liy  tyranny,  oppress! 
and  the  effusion  of  human  blood  ! 
nene  say  that  I am  painting  this  scene|ti 
too  deep  colours,  or  attaching  grea 
infamy  to  the  actors  than  they  deser 
It  is  impossible.  If  you  doubt  this 
company  me  in  a short  visit  to  the  loni 
cottage,  where  sits  weeping  two  ag 
parents,  for  the  loss  of  their  only  st 
whose  love  induced  him  to  take 
voyage  to  sea,  hoping  thereby  to  procu^f,,! 
a more  comlcrtable  subsistence  for  ' 
parents  in  the  decline  of  life — attend 
their  mnurntul  tale.  We  received 
letter  from  ciir  dear  son,  informing  th 
he  had  a prosperous  voyage,  was 
turning  home,  hoping  shortly  to  see 
native  land;  but  alas!  met  by  a Briti: 
ship  of  war,  lie  was  inhumanly  forci 
on  board,  and  carried  we  know  nicjf, 
where — our  only  hope  is  blasted — ai 
the  remainder  of  our  days  consigned 
poverty,  grief  and  wee  ! 

One  more  visit  to  a still  more  alfectii 
scene,  1 conceive  will  fully  establi; 
my  position,  that  the  actors  in  thisii; 
fernal  tragedy,  cannot  be  too  much  e:, 
ecrated.  It  is  to  the  small  chamber 
a disconsolate  widow,  bathed  in  tear 
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by  staying  on  shore,  having  been 
it  more  llian  twelve  months,  when  I 
ved  a letter,  informing  tint  his 
je  had  been  prosjterfius — tliat  he 
Qted  soon  to  arrive  witit  sufficient 
erty  to  place  me,  and  time  dear 
ren,  in  a comfortable  sitiiation — 
h ! how  slnll  1 relate  the  flreadfui 
•sc  1 When  in  silent  of  his  nativ  e 
—met  by  a British  armed  vessel — 
idled  by  a p;ang  of  inhuman  rnon- 
, in  human  shape,  to  go  on  board  a 
of  war,  to  assist  in  fighting  their 
2s ; where  he  received  a mortal' 
■d,  of  which  he  languished — of 
h he  died — and  with  him  died  all 
ly,  all  my  comfort,  and  all  my  hope  1 
rhaps  I shall  be  told  thrt  i am  ad- 
.iiig  the  passions.  Be  it  so.  But 
be  remembered,  that  I am  not  ad- 
iiiig  them  with  fiction,  or  the  en- 
astic  flights  ot  imagination  ; but, 
mting  a feeble  portrait  of  those 
and  horrid  tragedies,  that  we  have 
•ng  sufll  red  to  be  acted  with  impn- 
upon  our  defenceless  fellow  citi- 

r.  Chairman,  near  thirty  years  has 
:d  away,  since  the  citizens  of  these 
ed  States  'have  suffered  under  this 
•idirtg  oppression  and  erueffy,  pe- 
r to  the  British  g ivernnient.  In 
i'  I shall  read  a memorial  of  two  of 
venerable  patriots  of  tliat  day. — 
■r  the  sake  of  l.uraanity  it  is  to  be 
ed,  that  men  would  endeavor  to 
iate,  as  much  as  possible,  tlie  una- 
ible  miseries  attending  a state  of 
It  has  been  said,  that  among  the 
ised  nations  of  Europe,  the  ancient 
ill's  of  that  state  are  much  diminisii- 
but  the  compelling  men  by  chains, 
es,  ai  d famine,  to  fight  against 
friends  and  relations,  is  a new 
J of  baibaritv,  which  your  nation 
' had  the  honor  of  inventing  ; and 
vending  American  prisoners  of  war 
^rica  and  Asia,  remote  fro.Ti  ail 
ability  of  exchange,  and  v/hcre  they 
carce  hope  ever  to  hear  tmm  their 
lies,  even  if  the  unwholesonmness 
e climate  does  not  put  a speedy  end 
cir  lives,  is  a ni  iimer  of  treating 
ves  that  you  can  justify  by  nootlvr 
ident  or  custom,  except  that  of  the 
. savages  of  Guinea.  We  are  y.our 
hips  most  obedient  huinble  ser- 

;,  B.  Franklin,  S.  Deane Lord 

ount  Stormont.”  'Fo  the  above  let- 

le  following  reply  was  made  ; 

te  King’s  Ambassador  receives  no 
rs  from  rebels,  except  when  they 
; to  ask  mercy.” At  tlut  time 


tlie  event  of  the  war  was  undecided  ; it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  pre- 
vent that  crntl  inhuman  practice  ; not 
so  at  this  t'mo,  it  is  nov.'  in  our  power — 
Shall  '.ve  suffer  that  nation,  after  ac- 
knowledging our  independence,  to  con- 
tinue t'.it  s '.me  arbitrary  and  fyranmeal 
crueltv  over  our  seamen,  sailing  under 
protection  of  our  own  flag  ; that  they 
did  at  that  tim  when  they  insolently 
stiled  us  , rebels  ? I hope  we  shall  not. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  capture  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia,  whereby  upwards  of  300 
of  our  citizens  became  prisoners  to  the 
bashaw  of  Tripioli.  How  was  this  ac- 
count received  bv  members  of  Con- 
gress ? What  sensations  did  it  produce, 
and  what  was  the  effect  ? I need  not 
inform  this  committee.  Every  member, 
by  turning  to  his  journal,  may  satisfy 
himself,  that  prompt  and  decisive  mea- 
sures were  adopted  to  procure  their  re- 
lease from  captivity.  This  case  has 
been  bv  some  members  eontrasted  with 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  Let  us 
analise  the  two  cases,  and  see  what  si- 
milarity there  is  between  them.  Our 
captives  at  Tripoli  had  entered  volun- 
tarilv  an  board  a frigate  of  the  United 
States,  then  at  war  with  that  power  ; 
and  in  that  war  were  taken  prisoners, 
and  when  so,  were  neither  inhumanly 
beaten,  nor  compelled  to  hear  arms 
against  any  nation,  although  th»  war 
was  vigorously  carried  on  by  the  United 
Stales,  to  reduce  the  town  in  whicli  they 
were  prisoners.  Did  they  suffer  any 
thing  but  what  their  own  voluntary  will 
subjected  them  to,  captivity,  a frequent 
attendant,  and  always  a passible  conse- 
quence of  war  ? Vv'iil  their  case  bear 
any  comparison  with  that  of  a passen- 
ger, who  to  avoid  the  tyranny  of  a 
European  despot,  had  lelt  his  native 
land,  hoping  to  find  a peaceful  asylum  in 
the  United  States  the  remainder  of  his 
days  ; supposing  himself  secure  under 
the  protection  of  their  flag,  escaped 
from  the  danger  of  the  sea,  in  sight  of 
land,  with  American  seamen,  endeared 
tol'-ii.i  b\  their  kindness  on  th  - passage  ; 
together  forced  by  a press  gang  on 
board  a ship  of  war,  and  chtre  coiT!]?e;i- 
ed  to  bear  arms  against  their  friends? 
It  will  not — it  sinks  into  insignificancy 
—it  is  like  a drop  to  the  ocean.  Shall 
we  then  treat  with  indiifeience  an  ac- 
count laid  on  our  tables,  that  three  thou- 
sand of  our  seamen  are  not  only  taken 
captive,  butinsay  of  them  ignoiuini- 
ously  beaten  w ith many  stripes,  aad  se  n* 
pelled  to  assise-  infighiirg  thelitLls  of 
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the  British  government,  with  nations 
with  whom  we  are  at  peace  ? If  the 
case  of  our  captives  at  Tripoli  was  suf- 
ficient to  excite  such  tender  sensations 
in  the  minds  of  members  of  Congress, 
as  to  induce  them  immediately  to  adopt 
efficient  measures  to  obtain  their  release. 
Vv’ill  not  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of 
British  armed  vessels,  pressing  our  sea- 
men in  the  mcutlis  of  our  harbors,  af- 
ter a perilous  voyage,  rejoicing  in  be- 
holding again  their  native  land— enjoy- 
ing by  anticipation,  the  pleasing  com- 
pany of  their  long  absent  friends — ex- 
pecting in  a few  hours  the  completion  of 
their  happiness,  in  tlie  rapturous  em- 
braces of  their  bosom  friends,  and  be- 
loved offspring.  But  alas  i from  their 
native  land,  and  from  all  the  most  near 
and  dear  connections  in  life,  they  are 
inhumanly  rent  asunder,  perhaps  never 
again  to  see  their  hearts  delight,  but 
forced  on  board  one  of  those  infernal 
machines  called  a British  ship  of  war, 
and  there  compelled  to  imbrue  their 
hands  in  human  blood,  in  the  blood  of 
those  v/ith  v/hom  they  have  no  difference 
■ — they  receive  mortd  rvounds — they 
languish— they  die — without  any  tender 
friend  to  sympathise  with  tiiem  in  their 
affliction,  or  tenderly  to  close  their  dy- 
ing eyes  ! Will  not  I sat , reflecting  on 
such  scenes  as  these,  not  only  excite  a 
superior  degree  of  s)’mpathy  irnd  tender 
fc'clings  of  humanity  ; but  raise  an  ho- 
nest iiuhgnation,  and  decided  detesta- 
tion for  tne  actors  of  those  horrid  sctiies, 
and  for  that  government,  who  pretends 
to  be  the  principal  supporter  of  iiiierty, 
and  that  holy  religion,  wlticn  eiijoinsits 
adherents  to  do  unto  all  men  us  they 
would  be  done  unto  ; and  yet  persists  in 
those  base  and  barbarous  acts  of  injus- 
tice, which  are  disavowed  and  rejected 
by  all  other  Christian  nations  i — 1 hope 
it  will.  I hope  there  yet  remains  in 
this  committee,  some  of  the  sparks  of 
the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  that  on  the 
4th  of  July,  ’76,  arose  into  an  irresisti- 
Lle  flair e,  burned  and  destroyed  that 
servile  dependance  on  the  haughty,  op- 
pressive, and  tyrannical  government  of 
Great  Britain,  who  wished  to  bind  the 
colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  May 
the  remaining  sparks  be  re-kindled, 
and  burn  up  the  residue  of  the  dregs  of 
British  tyranny.  May  the  first  session 
of  the  ninth  Congress  of  the  United 
States  evince  to  the  world,  that  they 
are  worthy  of,  and  mean  to  support  that 
liberty  and  independence,  lately  pur- 
cliased  at  the  price  of  blood  ; which  we 
have  aow  in  our  power  to  do,  without 


the  effasicn  of  human  blood;  only  idtn 
doing  what  I conceive  to  be  our  in 
pensible  duty  to  act  justly  and  impa  ilui 
ally  towards  all  nations,  with  whom 


'dthec 


have  intercourse,  and  to  withhold  eniove 


tercourse  from  any  nation  that  will 
in  turn  deal  justly  upon  terms  of  per 
reciprocity. 

Mr.  Ciiairman,  our  situation  on 
map  of  the  world,  places  us  in  a ci 
manding  attitude — and  oer  pnne: 
exports  being  the  substantial  nece: 
nes  of  life,  renders  them  essenii 
necessary  to  those  European  desp 
many  of  whose  .vretched  subjects, 
stead  of  being  permitted  peaceabl 
cultivate  the  soil,  are  hired,  or  c 
pelled  to  leave  tliis  innocent  occupat 
and  embody  themselves  for  the  pur} 
of  learning  more  completely  the  in 
nal  art  of  inhumanly  butchering  the 
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in  a short  time  the  productions  of  gi 
and  fertile  countries  ; whereby  alw 


want,  and  sometimes  famine  is  pre teatts 


ced  1 Thus  situated,  the  Umted'StiJkini 


without  shedding  of  human  bl 
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oml  without  permanent  injury  to  heriiirh 
venue,  or  citizens,  compel  the  haujisisbip; 
tyrant  of  the  ocean  to  do  that  juitmaifis 
which  several  of  the  most  powerful 
tiGii'i  in  Eure  pe  ha've  long  strove  in  ' 
to  eifect,  by  equipping  large  fleets, 
raising  niigutv  armies.  For  the  Un  indw, 

vhieb 


rich  It 


[or  jt 


reicif 
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wrest 


btate.s  of  ftmenca  is  reserved  by 
Allwise  Disposer  of  events,  that  gl 
ous  work  of  efiecting  by  peace; 
means,  a cessation  from  injustice 
injuries,  wliich  war  measures  has 
tended  to  increase.  To  prove  this  i capwr 
vve  need  only  recur  to  the  history  of 
century — there  we  find  three  of 
most  powerful  maritime  nations  of 
rope,  Holland,  France  and  bpaiu, 
tending  with  England  severally 
jointly,  lor  the  sovereignty  of  the 
— and  what  has  been  the  effect  ? 
t'ne  blood  stained  ocean,  and  the  nu 
rous  vessels  of  war  built  and  equii 
by  those  nations  that  have  hereto; 


and 


do  at  this  time,  makecohipo 


parts  of  the  British  navy — answei 
question. 

Perhaps  I shall  be  told  that  I 
given  up  the  argument,  by  acknowl 
ing  that  the  three  greatest  mari 
powers  during  the  last  century,  bj 
posing  the  tyranny  of  Britain,  onl" 
creased  her  power  at  their  own 
pence  and  loss.  No,  Mr.  Chain 
I adduce  this  fact  to  shew,  that  the; 
tacked  her  in  the  only  point  when 
was  invulaerabie— Uiey  attacked 
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“It  coden  walls,  raised  by  her  manufac- 
111  ires,  and  suppoi’ted  in  part  by  the 
lunder  of  foreign  nations — they  attack- 
d the  effect— let  us  attack  the  cause— 

■•i  emove  the  cause,  and  the  effect  will 
ease.  This  is  not  a sentiment  peculiar 
my  weak  brain;  I believe  it  to  be  a 
ntiment  adopted  by  a great  majority 
f the  most  enlightened  and  best  inform- 
d citizens  of  the  United  States.  I be- 
_ve  so  froHTi  verbal  communications, 
nd  from  public  prints,  an  extract  from 
nc  of  those  I shall  now  read.  “ It  is 
xpected,  says  the  Independent  Chro- 
icle,  that  on  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
lie  important  business  of  national  com- 
c lerce  w’ill  be  fully  considered — that 
'fil  leasures  will  be  adopted  to  give  pro- 
iction  to  our  property  and  seamen  ; 
lat  the  British  nation  will  feel  the 
/eight  of  our  trade,  not  only  within 
heir 'Inanufacturing  towns,  but  the  is- 
inds.  We  have  a strength  in  this  spe- 
ies  of  warfare,  which  would  command 
lie-attention  and  respect  of  that  nation. 
)ur  imports  of  their  fantastical  articles 
f fashion,  which  only  serves  to  vitiate 
)ur  habits,  and  introduce  idleness  and 
iissipation  among  our  citizens,  are  the 
.iliiain  springs  wliich  enable  them  to  en- 
ich  themselves  at  our  cost.  Let  us 
inly  cease  to  barter  our  n itional  honor 
)V  gewgaws  and  articles  of  fripperi', 
ind  we  might  bid  dehance  to  that  power, 
ivhich  now  wantonly  sports  with  cur  so- 
lA'creignty  and  independence.  Tne  sup- 
:i  oression  of  a cargo  of  British  manufac- 
tures would  be  more  pov/erful  ihan  ten 
sail  of  the  line  ; for  the  latter  might  be 
,s  captured,  and  occasion  a loss  of  miliioiis, 
out  the  former  would  enforce  its  opera- 
tion with  an  efficacy  too  powerful  to  be 
concealed,  attended  w’itli  the  saving  of 
,,  millions  of  dollars,  vhich  are  yearly 
remitted  for  superfluities.  Let  us  know 
c our  strength  as  it  relates  to  Britain,  and 
we  should  not  hesitate  long  in  putting  it 
ly  into  operation.  Ships  of  war  are  the 
i|  strength  of  Britain,  but  a non  intercourse 
would  soon  dismount  every  cannon  of 
their  navy.” 

However  chimerical  this  may  appear 
to  the  eulogists  of  Britain,  who  suppose 
her  power  invincible,  and  her  resources 
inexhaustible  ; they  are  as  certain  and 
inevitable  consequences  as  that  water 
bijwill  quench  fire,  or,  that  taking  away 
the  fuel  will  cause  it  to  go  cut.  But 
suppose  Great  Britain  should,  contrary 
to  her  interest,  refuse  to  enter  into  just 
and  amicable  ai-rangements  with  the 
United  States  ; should  let  a non  inter- 


course law  go  into  operation  ; should 


put  forth  her  strength,  as  we  have  been 
told  she  will  do,  and  make  us  feel  it. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  ? In 
my  opinion,  a horn  book  politician,  that 
has  only  learned  his  A.  B.  C.  (if  he  has 
not  learned  them  in  the  school  of  a Bri- 
tish minister)  may  discover  the  certain 
and  inevitable  consequence,  that  as  their 
oppression  and  injustice  to  the  colonies 
produced  a partial  independence  ; their 
continuance  therein  would  complete  the 
system.  I say  a partial  independence, 
and  conceive  myself  fully  authorised  in 
adopting  this  language,  as  long  as  mem- 
bers of  Congress  hold  up  an  idea,  that 
we  cannot  exist  without  importing  Bri- 
tish manufactures;  that  non  intercourse 
would  injure  the  United  States  more 
than  Great  Britain,  and  that  if  we.  of- 
fend her  minister,  i't  will  put  forth 
his  strength  and  make  us  feel  it. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I desire  not 
ta  trespass  on  the  patience  of  this  com- 
mittee, I will  in  a few  words  state  what 
appear.s  to  me  to  be  the  real  grounds  of 
opposition  to  a non  intercourse  law, 
which  1 consider  as  the  only  effectual 
measure.  One  member  has  told  us  his 
tobacco  is  not  sohi.  Another  that  it 
would  sacrifice  at  least  one  years  crop. 
And  a third,  that  it  will  operate  harder 
upon  his  coiistituents,  than  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  union.  And  here  I must  an- 
ticipate the  situation  of  a Icurth  class, 
that  lias  nut  sold  their  wheat.  And  ano- 
ther class  of  citizens  I should  have  add- 
ed to  this  list  of  anticipated  sufferers, 
if  we  had  not  been  informed  from  high 
authority,  that  they  rvere  like  ^ippery 
eels,  that  could  slip  round  and  evade 
any  law.  I mean  the  merchants,  who 
doubtless  have  on  hand  large  quantities 
ol  dour,  beef,  pork,  See.  But  as  we  are 
toll  they  are  cool  calculating  rogues, 
and  therefore  well  able  to  help  them- 
selves, I shall  leave  them  to  manage 
their  own  business,  in  their  own  way, 
and  close  the  catalogue  of  sufferers  with 
the  case  of  my  immediate  constituents 
in  Xew-Jersey — they  are  many  of  them 
poor  tenants,  who  depend  upon  paying 
high  rents,  and  supporting  their  families, 
by  raising  produce  for  market,  and  can 
only  by  steady  industi-y,  and  rigid  eco- 
nomy, pay  their  rents,  and  support  their 
families.  If  produce  falls  one  hundred 
percent,  what  must  their  situation  be? 
Will  not  they  merit  at  least  an  equal 
share  of  commiseration  with  rich  land- 
holders, who  clear  by  raising  tobacco, 
cotton,  or  rice,  from  five  to  ten,  or  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars  per  annum  ? I 
hope  no  member  on  this  floor  will  con- 


( ) 


dude  they  do  not.  Yet,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I am  bold  to  say  on  their  behalf, 
that  if  it  depended  upon  tlieir  \ oicc, 
they  would  say  jiass  the  law.  They 
would  say,  as  some  of  their  fathers  said 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revoluti- 
onary war — we  will  put  cn  cur  old 

cloaths  and  wear  them  over  again we 

Will  reject  her  maiuifactures,  ; i;c!  foie- 
go  the  sweets  of  her  islands,  rather  than 
submit  toller  insclencc,  and  tlie  cruelty 
of  her  commanders  of  armed  t esscls, 
pressing'our  fellow  citizens  in  the  moutt.s 
of  cur  harbors,  and  by  stripes  and  cru- 
elty, compelling  them  to  assist  in  hglit- 
ing  their  battles  against  nations  in  ami- 
ty and  peace  with\is  ! '1  his,  1 believe, 

would  be  their  language — and  not  tlieir’s 
only,  but  a great  m.ajcrity  cf  the  citizens 
of  the  United  St  nes.  So  far  am  I troni 
believing  with  my  friend  irom  (feorgia, 
(Mr.  Early)  that  if  all  the  people  cf  the 
United  States  were  fully  informed  of  the 
conduct  cf  Great  Britain,  r.ine  tenliis 
would  reject  the  present  resolution — 
nineteen  twentieths  would  call  upon  us 
to  pass  a non  intei  rrurse  law — to  pro- 
hibit trade  with  that  nation,  until  slie 
restored  our  seamen,  and  entered  into 
arrangements  to  trade  with  us  in  future, 
upon  terms  of  perfect  recijirocin-. 

A peace  neutrality,  a non  intercourse 
law,  to  enforce  the  resolutions  sent  by 
the  Senate  to  our  President,  will  be 
more  cfScacious  than  fifty  ships  of  the 
line  and  one  hundred  frigates.  1 tie 
voice  of  our  Lolox’ed  counti  v'  calls  upon 
us.  The  voice  cf  a respectable  class  of 
our  citizens,  (the  merchants)  who  more 
immediately  suffer  loss  of  pi’opcrtv. 
The  voice  of  humanity.  Tne  sighs  of 
aged  parents,  lamenting  the  ahseiice  of 
their  beloved  ofApring.  'Pile  heart 
rending  cries  of  tender  tern  ales,  for  the 
loss  of  their  bosom  friends.  All  sup- 
ported by  the  eternal,  immutable  ju  m- 
ciple  of  equal  justice,  united,  calls 
aloud  to  the  Congress  of  ti;e  United 
States  to  apply  an  cfiectual  i emedy  to 
this  horrid  scene  cf  injustice,  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny!  God  grai/t  that  v,  e 
may  no  longer  turn  a deaf  car,  or  treat 
with  indifference  these  calls. 

As  I ao  not  intend  to  impose  upon  the 
committee  by  Irequent  cornmunications, 

I must  beg  their  auentioii  a few  minutes 
longer.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  coniideHt 
declamation  of  a member,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) who  has  taken  up  the  time  of  the 
committee  more  than  three  limes  as 
long  as  any  ether,  has  brought  to  my 
remembrance  the  language  of  one,  who 
in  his  day,  was  called  the  wisest  cf  men, 


X. 


(Solomon)— « Woe  to  thee,  oh  Land, 


when  thy  king  is  a child.”— Woe  to 


’ Dtt; 


these  United  States,  if  ever /that  day 
should  arrive,  when  a majority  of  her 
legislature  should  be  cliildreu — rocked 
on  downy  pillows— dandled  in  the  lap  of 
pleasure,  and  led  at  the  table  of  luxury 
— w hose  knowledge  is  all  theoretic,  ac-,,,, 
quii  ed  by  reading,  scatedin  easy  chairs., 

'J  Iiese  are  the  ifiushioonis — the  fun- 
gusses — the jnemature  hotbed  produc- 
tions that  we  ha\  e been  so  often  told  of 
— notwithstanding  they  iiave  had  tlie 
assiirancc,  (may  I not  more  projicilyj 
say  i.nsolence)  on  this  floor,  to  treat  the  ,’ 
arguments  of  all  who  differ  from  them, 
as  trifling  and  iiinvoriliy  cf  notice  ; and  * 
those  resolutions  which  other  members 
have  introduced,  as  siuinious  illegiti- 
mate j.roc!ucti,'iis,  and  their  authors  and 
supporters  as  horn  book  politicians,  rot 
having  learned  their  A.  C.  C.  and  what 
is  much  worse,  they  never  can  ; being 
so  void  of  reason,  that  they  ought  to  be 
I'Ait  in  straight  waistcoats,  and  confmed 
ill  dark  rooms  ! — But  one  ray  of  comfort, 
doubtless,  strikes  every  honest  mind  ia 


observing,  that  this  number  of  arrct'Tiiii 


ciictiitr.rs  is  small.  God  grant  that  tiiey 
may  not  barely  remain  small,  (1  iit  if 
they  continue  tiieir  late  insolent  conduct) 
at  the  next  election  lie  removed. 

iVir.  Cliairman,  mtnibeis  of  this 
House,  who  fiequentl)  take  a retrospec- 
tive view  of  the  levcliitionary  war. 
whereby  the  colonies  of  Mi  rth  America 


became  free  and  indepeiuLiit  states — 


who  remember  the  time,  when  the 
American  army,  reduced  to  a skeleton, 
a h.  uidiul  of  men  dispirited  by  defeats, 
and  hard  {•  resicil  by  a jiow erful  victo- 


rious army,  crossed  the  Delaware  at 
'i  reutoii  ; and  in  addition  to  the  reduced 
state  of  the  army,  a mortal  disorder 
raged  in  \ariou,  parts,  winch  caused 
some  to  oijserve,  that  it  aj  peared  as  if 
111'-'  hand  of  Pi'ovideiice  was  turned 
against  us  ; but  in  the  si-quel,  had  thank- 
iuliy  to  acknowledge,  that  not  by  iht  ir 
I'v.n  power,  but  through  the  mercy  cf 
Die  alhviie  oisposer  of  events,  this 
l/oweri’ul  ariiiv  w'as  turned  back  again, 
and  hnally  obliged  to  leave  this  land 
with  shame  and  disgrace  ! 

1 say  those  members  will  not  rise  on 
this  floor  and  assert,  that  that  govern- 
ment, Lea  led  by  the  same  monarch,  is 
now  fighting  the  battles  cf  liberty,  and 
is  the  only  barrier  we  have  against 
Gallic  tyrannj — neither  will  they  pour 
torrents  of  abuse  upon  the  government 
of  tliat  nation,  which  was  instrumental 
in  procuring  our  fruedom,  and  still  lua- 
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feits  a friendly  disposition,  a disposi- 
3n  to  treat  our  citizens  with  respect, 
id  our  commeree  with  justice. 

No,  Mr.  Chairman,  I hope  and  trust, 
ere  yet  remains  in  this  House,  and  in 
is  nation,  a great  majority  who  he- 
lve in  the  existence  of  a supreme  omni- 
itent  power,  that  not  only  reigns  above, 
It  doth  whatsoever  he  sees  meet 
aongst  the  children  of  men  1 These 
dl  not  depend  upon  the  fleets  and  ar- 
ies  of  Great  Britain  to  defend  us  from 
allic,  or  other  tyraany — these  will  be 
ncerned  to  act  justly  and  impartially 
wards  all  nations,  depending  upon  the 
^d  of  justice,  truth  and  mercy,  to 
iss  their  honest  endeavors,  and  to  pre- 
I’ve  them  and  their  constituents  from 
harm.  With  this  class,  however 
-Y  may  be  despised  by  the  wise  and 
limed,  in  their  own  conceit  ; it  is  my 


pleasure — myjoy-_my  comfort — and  my 
glory  to  act.  These  I salute  as  my  be- 
loved brethren,  and  Ibr  their  encourage- 
ment under  the  torrents  of  abuse  that 
they  have  received  ; let  them  remember 
that  the  just  man’s  path  is  a bright  and 
shining  light,  that  shines  more  and  more 
unto  the  perfect  day,  and  that  all  who 
walk  in  it  walk  safely,  and  have  nothing 
to  fear  ! I shall  conclude  with  recom- 
mending to  the  perusal  and  attention  off 
these  wise  and  learned  members  before 
alluded  to,  one  verse  of  that  justly  cele- 
brated prayer,  composed  by  Ale^cander; 
Pope : — 

“ Let  not  this  ’weak,  unknowing  hand.^ 
Presume  thy  bolts  to  throw, 
jlnd deal  damnation  round  aland^ 

On  each,  I judge,  thy  foeP^  '' 


■c?^P 


